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For over four decades, Mr Otunnu has held diverse leadership positions, where he has demonstrated remarkable statesmanship, vision, diplomatic ingenuity and moral voice. He is widely acclaimed for his talent in consensus-building and developing innovative solutions in situations of deadlock or crisis. The breadth and depth of his experience is rare. Below is a sketch of that profile.
Mr Otunnu is a national of Uganda. He has previously lived in USA, France, and U.K.
The United States has recognised Mr Otunnu as a person of “extraordinary ability and talent”, for which he has been granted the special O1 Immigrant status, which is reserved for “few individuals who have risen to the very top of their field of endeavor”. 
I. Leadership Positions at International Level
Mr Otunnu has held several major leadership positions at the international level. These have included:
· UN Under-Secretary General and Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, 1998–2005. 
· President of the UN Security Council, December 1981; he served as Uganda’s Representative to the UN Security Council, 1981–1982.
· Uganda’s Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the UN, 1980-1985. 
· President, International Peace Academy (now International Peace Institute), 1990-1998. 
· Chairman, UN Commission on Human Rights (now UN Council for Human Rights); he served as Uganda’s Representative to the Commission, 1980-1984. 
· Vice-President, UN General Assembly, 1983-1984. 
· Chairman, UN General Assembly Credentials Committee, 1983-1984. 
· Chairman, Contact Group on Global Negotiations, 1982-1983. 
· Chairman, Group of 77 for Law of the Sea Negotiations, 1980-1981. 
· World’s Children’s Ombudsman (selected by a worldwide network of millions of children), 2005–present.

II. Leadership Positions in Uganda
Mr Otunnu has held important leadership positions in Uganda. These have included:
· Minister of Foreign Affairs, 1985-1986. 
· Member, Uganda National Consultative Council; this was Uganda’s interim Parliament and Administration, following the removal of the Idi Amin regime, 1979–1980. 
· Secretary General, Uganda Freedom Union, 1976–1980; this was a USA-based Ugandan opposition to the Idi Amin regime. 
· Delegate, Moshi Unity Conference on Uganda (1979); this political conclave was the precursor to the military campaign that removed the Idi Amin regime from power. 
· President, Makerere University Students Guild (student’s union); during this period, Mr Otunnu played a leading role in the resistance to the Idi Amin regime.
· Member, Makerere University Council, 1972–1973.
· President, Uganda People’s Congress, the social democratic party that led Uganda to independence, 2010-2015. 
· Co-Chair, St. Janani Luwum Memorial (together with Prime Minister Emeritus, Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda, and Principal Judge Emeritus, Justice James Ogoola), 2014–present. This is in commemoration of the iconic human rights defender and hero of faith, Archbishop Janani Luwum, who was murdered by Idi Amin in 1977.
· Co-Chair, Rocco Paco, 2023–present (his fellow Co-Chair is Chief Justice Emeritus, Hon. Justice Alfonse Chigamoy Owiny-Dollo). This is a major peacebuilding initiative, for rebuilding, healing and restoration in post-war Uganda.

III. Major Prizes and Awards
Mr Otunnu has been widely acclaimed for his many outstanding and diverse contributions to the international community. He is the recipient of several major international Prizes and Awards. These have included:
· Harvard Law School Alumni Association Award (USA), 2007.
· Sydney Peace Prize (Australia), 2005.
· German Africa Prize (Presentation & Tribute by then President of Germany, Dr. Johannes Rau) 2002.
· Global Award for Outstanding Contribution to Human Rights (India), 2006.
· Distinguished Service Award, by the United Nations Association of USA.
· Overseas Scholar, Oxford University, UK.
· Fulbright Scholar, Harvard University, USA.
· The Queen’s Scholarship.
Mr Otunnu attended King’s College Budo, Uganda, on the Queen’s Scholarship. This scholarship was awarded to four students (corresponding to the four regions of Uganda), each of whom had come first in their respective region in the senior entrance national examinations. Mr Otunnu was the top student from Northern Uganda.
· African Leaders Programme, Operation Crossroads Africa; this is a USA visiting fellowship programme for emerging African leaders.
· Otunnu Highway. In tribute to Mr Otunnu’s historic leadership in spearheading resistance to the regime of Idi Amin, the road linking Makerere University (in Kampala) and the national hospital (Mulago), was named Otunnu Highway.

IV. Membership of Major Boards
Mr Otunnu has been very active in many organizations. He has served on the Boards of several major institutions. These have included:
· Aspen Institute (USA), 1992–2025. 
· Jury for the John P. McNulty Prize (USA), 2007–present. 
· Jury for the Hilton Humanitarian Prize (USA), 1990–2011. 
· Carnegie Corporation of New York (New York-based Foundation), 1998–2007. 
· Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (Washington-based international think-tank), 1994–2006. 
· International Peace Academy (now International Peace Institute; New York-based, UN-affiliated international think-tank), 1990–1998. 
· Hampshire College (USA), 1982–1990. 
· International Selection Commission of the Philadelphia Liberty Medal (USA), 1990s. 
· International Crisis Group (Brussels-based international crisis-monitoring body), 1990s. 
· Member, Club of Rome, 1980s. 
· Aspen France, 1980s. 
· Council of African Advisers of the World Bank, 1980s. 
· United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), 1981–1986. 
·  International Advisory Board of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 1980s.
· International Patrons of the Refugee Studies Programme, Oxford University, (UK), 1990s. 
· Advisory Committee of the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI, Sweden), 1990s. 
· Board of Henry Dunant Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue, Geneva, 1990s. 
· Aspen Italia, 1980s.
· Patron for the World’s Children’s Prize (Sweden), 2005–present. 

V. Membership of High- Level International Commissions
Mr. Otunnu has served as a member of several high-level international commissions, most of which have focused on the following issues: International Peace and Security; Conflict Prevention and Conflict Management; Peacemaking and Peacekeeping; Post-Conflict Recovery; Human Rights; Development Issues; Environment; and the Role and Reform of the United Nations. These international commissions have included:
· Carnegie Commission on Preventing Deadly Conflict, 1994–1997 (Co-Chairs: Secretary of State Cyrus R. Vance and Dr. David A. Hamburg). 
· Commission on Global Governance, 1992-1995 (Co-Chairs: Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson of Sweden and Sir Shridath Ramphal, then Secretary General of the Commonwealth).
· International Task Force on Security Council Peace Enforcement, (Chair: Sir Brian Urquhart).
· Group on Rethinking International Governance, 1986–1990.
· International Panel on Management and Decision-Making in the United Nations (1986-1987)
· United Nations Group of Experts on New Concepts of International Security, 1984–1985 (Chair: Ambassador Anders Ferm, Sweden)
· Commonwealth Group of Experts on the Security of Small States, 1984-1985 (Chair: Sir Shridath Ramphal, Commonwealth Secretary General). 
· International Commission on the Protection of Children in Situations of Armed Conflict (Chair, Ms. Graça Machel), 1993–1995; the Report of this Commission led to the establishment of the Office of the Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict.
· International Commission on non-partisan funding of political parties abroad (Dutch Parliament,1998-1999); the Report of this Commission led to the establishment of Netherlands Institute for Multiparty Democracy (NIMD) in the Hague in 2000.
· Regional Security Steering Committee of International Institute of Strategic Studies (IISS), London, 1990s. 
VI. Building Global Consensus and Breakthrough in Situations of Deadlock and Crisis

Below are some examples of innovative solutions provided by Mr. Otunnu, in concrete situations of deadlock or crisis. These examples testify to his widely- acclaimed talent for forging consensus and coming up with ingenious solutions in situations of deadlock or showdown.
· In 1981, Mr Otunnu was responsible for breaking a protracted deadlock and crisis over the election of the UN Secretary General. As president of the UN Security Council (December 1981), he invented the innovative system of straw-balloting, commonly known as the Otunnu Formula. Since 1981, the Otunnu Formula has been employed as the standard practice in the election of the UN Secretary General.
·  In October 1983, the Grenada Crisis hit the UN, halting the work of the General Assembly. As the Chairman of the Credentials Committee of the UN General Assembly, Mr Otunnu proposed and successfully built consensus around a novel formula (another Otunnu Formula). This succeeded in resolving a major diplomatic showdown between then Soviet Union (and its allies) and the USA (and its allies).
· In 1999, Mr Otunnu proposed and developed consensus in the Security Council, for the first time, on incorporating the protection of war-affected children into the Agenda of the UN Security Council as a legitimate and substantive international peace and Security issue. (UNSC Resolution 126 of 1999)
· In 2005, Mr Otunnu proposed, designed and successfully built consensus in the Security Council for the adoption of the ground-breaking compliance regime for the protection of war-affected children (landmark UNSC Resolution 1612). The compliance regime formally established a comprehensive international monitoring and reporting mechanism, to document grave violations against children, publicly listing offending parties and holding them accountable. This has been in operation since 2005.
· Mr Otunnu proposed and successfully led the campaign to incorporate several child-specific war crimes into the International Criminal Court Statute (Rome Statute); these provisions have predominated in the cases which have hitherto been brought before the ICC. 
· Mr Otunnu proposed and played a key role in the Uganda Peace Talks (1985–1986), which culminated in the Nairobi Peace Agreement of December 1985.
· In 2013, Mr Otunnu proposed and led a successful national and international campaign, across traditional divisions of politics, religion and ethnicity, for the establishment of Archbishop Janani Luwum Memorial in honour of the iconic role model and hero of faith, who was murdered by Idi Amin in 1977, for confronting the regime on issues of atrocities and other grave human rights abuses in Uganda.
· Mr Otunnu has teamed up with Chief Justice Emeritus of Uganda (Justice Alfonse Chigamoy Owiny-Dollo) to build a community-rooted peacebuilding movement called Rocco Paco. This is a non-political, non-partisan peacebuilding initiative dedicated to rebuilding, healing and restoring collapsed post-war society in Uganda, following over 20 years of war and internment in camps.

VII. Important International Initiatives on Children in War Situations.

As UN Special Representative, Mr Otunnu initiated and instituted several innovations for the protection and rehabilitation of children exposed to war. Below are concrete examples of such initiatives.
· In the period 1998-1999, Mr Otunnu was able to build consensus in the Security Council on incorporating the protection of war-affected children into the Agenda of the United Nations Security Council as a legitimate and substantive international peace and security issue (UNSC Resolution 1261 of 1999).
· He spearheaded the development and building of a comprehensive body of international rules and standards for the protection of war-affected children. These include: Security Council Resolution 1612; provisions of the ICC Statute; the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict; provisions of ILO Convention 182; provisions of the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; European Union Guidelines for Children and Armed Conflict; ECOWAS Peer Review Mechanism for Protection of Children; etc.
· Mr Otunnu proposed, designed and established the role of Child Protection Advisers in UN and regional peacekeeping missions.
· He initiated and established the public listing (“Naming and Shaming”) of parties responsible for committing crimes against children in situations of armed conflict.
· He proposed and established ‘Voice of Children’ radio programs (radio by children, for children) in several countries.  
· As UN Special Representative, he pioneered and established a systematic practice of obtaining concrete Commitments from parties to conflict (Commitments List), which then serve as benchmarks for monitoring their conduct. This practice became the moral steppingstone for the compliance regime.
· In 2002, Mr Otunnu launched the ‘Era of Application’ campaign; he proceeded to successfully apply this for the protection of children exposed to war.
· As UN Special Representative, Mr Otunnu put in place protection and recovery programmes for children in conflict–and-post-war situations. In order to directly bear witness and assess progress, he regularly visited affected countries. These countries included: Afghanistan; Angola; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Burundi; Croatia; the Democratic Republic of the Congo; Kosovo; Liberia; Macedonia; Rwanda; Serbia; Sierra Leone; Sri Lanka; South Sudan; Sudan; Guatemala; Honduras; Eritrea; Ethiopia; Kenya; Mozambique; etc.

VIII. Engagement with Regional Organizations

Over the years, in several capacities, Mr Otunnu has systematically engaged regional organizations concerning cooperation between them and the UN, particularly on the following issues: International Peace and Security; Peacemaking and Peacekeeping; Conflict Prevention and Conflict Management; Post-Conflict Recovery; Human Rights; and the Protection of children and women exposed to war. 

He has worked particularly closely with the following regional organizations, achieving concrete outcomes as indicated below:

· European Union (EU): 
As UN Under-Secretary General, Mr Otunnu pioneered the UN’s engagement and partnership with the EU. This engagement led to the adoption of the European Union Guidelines for Children and Armed Conflict. 

· African Union (formerly OAU): 
While president of International Peace Academy (IPA), Mr Otunnu collaborated closely with OAU Secretary General to develop and establish the OAU Mechanism for Conflict Management. 

· EU/ACP Joint Parliamentary Assembly: 
Mr. Otunnu successfully lobbied for the designation of war-affected children as a distinct category of beneficiaries under the Cotonou Agreement on EU/ACP Partnership (2000).

· Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS): 
Mr. Otunnu proposed and successfully lobbied ECOWAS Heads of State for the adoption of the ECOWAS Peer Review Mechanism for Protection of Children.

· European Parliament:
As UN Special Representative, Mr Otunnu closely engaged with the European Parliament; he addressed the Parliament twice concerning the protection of children and women in situations of war.

In addition to the above, Mr Otunnu has also extensively engaged with the following regional organizations: 

· Organization of American States (OAS).
· Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).
· League of Arab States (LAS).
· Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC).
· Group of 77.
· Non-Aligned Movement (NAM).
· Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD).

IX. Leading and Managing Organizations
Mr Otunnu has led and managed important and diverse organizations. During his tenures at the helm of these organizations, he has led them to new levels of achievements and impact. Here are some concrete examples:

· As the first UN Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, Mr Otunnu designed and developed the new office into an important and effective role within the UN system. He inscribed the protection of war- affected children onto the Agenda of the Security Council; he put in place a comprehensive body of rules and standards for the protection of war-affected children and; he instituted a groundbreaking compliance mechanism (UNSC Resolution 1612).

· As president of International Peace Academy (now International Peace Institute), Mr Otunnu transformed the organization—its role and programmes, its budget and fund-raising, its staff and   office premises. He left behind a reinvented institution, with new highly-acclaimed programmes, greatly increased resources (including much-expanded budget and a new endowment), top-calibre staff, and a greatly enhanced reputation and profile.

· As Minister of Foreign Affairs of Uganda, Mr Otunnu carried out a major reorganization of the Ministry, to reward performance and professionalism, and to reestablish rigorous criteria for promotions and postings.

· When he took over as Uganda’s Ambassador to the UN, following the removal of Idi Amin, Mr Otunnu quickly rehabilitated Uganda’s battered diplomatic image; he repositioned Uganda Delegation to the UN, making it one of the most engaged and respected at the UN.

· In 2023, Mr Otunnu, in partnership with then Chief Justice of Uganda (Hon. Justice Alfonse Chigamoy Owiny-Dollo), launched a major community-rooted peacebuilding initiative called Rocco Paco. This is a non-political, non-partisan movement, dedicated to rebuilding, healing and restoring the collapsed post-war society in Uganda, following over 20 years of war and internment in camps. This is a daunting undertaking, demanding vision, perseverance, sacrifice, creativity and consensus-building.
X. Human Rights Engagement
Mr Otunnu has been actively engaged in fighting for Human Rights, in various capacities, for all of his adult life.
· As Ambassador to the UN, Mr Otunnu was a strong supporter of the proposal for the establishment of the position of UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. He participated actively in the negotiations for the establishment of this position, in both the UN General Assembly and at the Commission on Human Rights.
· Mr Otunnu has served as Chairman of the UN Commission on Human Rights. He also served for several years as Uganda’s Representative to the Commission. He knows well the workings of the UN Human Rights machinery. 
· As Ambassador to the UN in the 1980s, Mr Otunnu was one of the earliest supporters and sponsors of the proposal to establish the International Criminal Court; at the time, this was a highly controversial idea, even dubbed ‘utopian’ project. He participated actively in the negotiations which culminated in the Rome Statute.

· As UN Special Representative, he developed, expanded and transformed the rights and protection of children exposed to war, into a major and visible international preoccupation. 
· Mr Otunnu has served as a member of several high-level international Commissions; in each of these commissions, one of the key issues was always the promotion and observance of human rights.
· As the UN Special Representative, Mr Otunnu designed, developed and successfully implemented one of the most ambitious human rights agendas ever (i.e. ensuring the protection and rehabilitation of children exposed to armed conflict)—raising awareness, placing this issue on the Agenda of the UN Security Council, developing a comprehensive body of legal standards, mainstreaming this issue within the UN and regional organisations. He successfully instituted a ground-breaking compliance mechanism.
· He has undertaken extensive visits to many countries in the midst or in the aftermath of war. He has directly borne witness to grave suffering and violations of human rights; he has had direct encounters with the victims of these atrocities. 
· As students’ president at Makerere University, as Secretary General of Uganda Freedom Union, and as Delegate to Moshi Unity Conference in 1979, Mr Otunnu played a leading historic role in opposing and removing the Idi Amin regime from power in Uganda.
· As university professor, he has developed and taught courses on Human Rights, both at Albany Law School in New York and at the American University in Paris.
· Mr Otunnu is widely solicited as speaker and expositor on international human rights, the rule of law, and democracy.

XI. Engagement with Civil Society and NGOs 
Mr Otunnu has had a long history of deep engagement with civil society and NGOs. He has served on the Boards of several such organizations.
· During his tenures as Chairman of the UN Commission on Human Rights, president of IPA and as UN Special Representative, Mr Otunnu developed systematic outreach and engagement with civil society leaders and NGOs. These consultations usually took place in New York, Geneva and Brussels, as well as on the ground during his many field trips.

· In his outreach over the years, he has particularly engaged Parliamentarians, women's organizations, communities of faith, scholars and researchers, and the youth.

XII. Advocacy Roles
Mr Otunnu has had extensive and highly effective experience of advocacy at international and local levels, particularly on issues of: International Peace and Security; Conflict Prevention and Management; Post-Conflict Recovery; National Reconciliation; the Role and Reform of the UN; Issues of Development; Environment; Human Rights and the Rule of Law; Protection of children and women exposed to war; the future of Africa; etc. His experience of high-level advocacy have included the following:
· As UN Special Representative, he was particularly effective in employing international and local advocacy to raise public awareness and to give the protection of children the attention and the visibility it deserves.
· Over the years, he has extensively engaged the international and local media for advocacy—as interviewee, commentator, opinion-writer, and through press briefings.
· Mr Otunnu is much solicited by civil society groups, NGOs, the media, etc as a speaker and commentator on the issues highlighted above. 
· In all his positions of leadership, Mr Otunnu developed major outreach programmes to civil society, NGOs, academia and research community, Parliamentarians, and communities of faith.
· As a member of several international commissions, he has been very active in promoting and publicizing the findings of these commissions.
· Mr Otunnu was especially prominent and vocal opponent, both in Uganda and abroad, in opposition to the Idi Amin regime in Uganda.

XIII. Major Initiatives in Uganda

Mr Otunnu has been a vision-bearer and key leader of several important                           initiatives in Uganda. These have included:
· Mr Otunnu proposed and played a key role in the Uganda Peace Talks (1985-1986), which culminated in the Nairobi Peace Agreement of December 1985.
· In 2013, Mr Otunnu proposed and successfully led a historic national and international campaign, across traditional divisions of politics, religion and ethnicity, for the establishment of Archbishop Janani Luwum Memorial, in honour of an iconic role model and hero of faith, who was murdered by Idi Amin in 1977, for confronting the regime on issues of atrocities and other grave human rights abuses in Uganda. Since 2015, when the Archbishop of York inaugurated this event, this has become a major annual commemoration on 16 February (the date the Archbishop was murdered by Idi Amin in 1977). Uganda Government has now proclaimed this a national public holiday (St. Janani Luwum Day). 
· Mr Otunnu has proposed and advocated for a full process of truth-telling and acknowledgement, leading to genuine national reconciliation in relation to some major dark episodes in Uganda’s post-colonial history.
Since 2022, Mr Otunnu has personally been engaged in a historic people-to-people reconciliation process, between the Kakwa people (Idi Amin’s community) and the Central Lwo people (Olara Otunnu’s community).
· Mr Otunnu has teamed up with Chief Justice Emeritus of Uganda (Justice Alfonse Chigamoy Owiny-Dollo), to spearhead the Rocco Paco peacebuilding initiative. This is a non-political, non-partisan, community-rooted movement dedicated to rebuilding, healing and restoring the collapsed post-war society in Uganda. This follows over 20 years of war and internment in camps.

XIV. Pilgrim Journeys

Mr Otunnu has undertaken some important pilgrim journeys in Uganda.

· In 2019, he was amongst the pilgrims who walked from Gulu to Namugongo, Kampala (335 km), in celebration of the Uganda Martyrs.

· In 2020, Mr Otunnu organized and led a group of pilgrims, who trekked from Namirembe in Kampala to Wii Gweng in Mucwini (510 km), in grateful remembrance and celebration of the iconic role model and hero of faith, Archbishop Janani Luwum, who was murdered by Idi Amin in February 1977 for his courage and faith in speaking out against atrocities and other massive human rights abuses.

· In 2022, Mr Otunnu joined hundreds of pilgrims who walked from Gulu to Kalongo (185 km) in honour and celebration of the life and devotion of the missionary doctor, Giuseppe Ambrosoli, on the occasion of his beatification.

XV. Experience in Academia
Mr Otunnu has taught at university in USA and France. He has held the following academic positions:
· Assistant Professor of Law, Albany Law School, New York State, 1978-1981
· Visiting Professor, American University in Paris, 1987-1989.
· Visiting Fellow, Institut Français des Relations Internationales, Paris, 1987-1989.

XVI. Experience of Law Practice
Mr Otunnu has practiced law, as associate, in the law firm of Chadbourne & Parke in New York City.

XVII. Publications
Mr Otunnu has published articles in magazines, periodicals and newspapers. His writings have focused mainly on issues of international peace and security; human rights; conflict prevention; peacemaking and peacekeeping; protection of children and women in situations of war; issues of development; the Role and Reform of the United Nations; the future of Africa; national reconciliation; etc.  
He has co-edited (with Professor Michael Doyle of Princeton University) the book, “Peacemaking and Peacekeeping for the New Century” (1998). 
He has co-authored (with Hon. Justice Alfonse Chigamoy Owiny-Dollo) two books in Luo: “Cik pa Kaka” (Customary Laws of the Lwo Acoli people) and “Kit Mewa” (Traditional Values and Morals of the Lwo Acoli people). These publications have been prompted by a major struggle to revive and reinculcate the lost virtues and moral order of a broken society. 

XVIII. Languages
Mr Otunnu is fluent in Luo (spoken by communities in eight countries in Africa). He is able to work in English and French.

XIX. Education
Born on 6th of September 1950, Mr Otunnu received his education at the following institutions:

· Mvara Demonstration School; Mucwini Primary School; and Anaka Primary School (for primary education).
· Gulu High School (for Junior Secondary education).
· King’s College, Budo, Uganda (Queen’s Scholar; for senior secondary education).
· Makerere University, Uganda; (left midway because of opposition to the Idi Amin regime).
· Oxford University (Overseas Scholar; B.A. Jurisprudence).
· Harvard Law School (Fulbright Scholar; LLM).
__________________ 
July 2026.
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